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Medical Premium Protector 
pays your medical scheme contributions 
when you can’t.

When life happens, your family’s 
well-being is covered.

ADVICE      INSURE      INVEST
Liberty Group Limited is the Insurer of Lifestyle Protector and an Authorised Financial Services Provider in terms of the FAIS Act (no. 2409). Terms and Conditions apply.
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Six reasons to consider Medical 
Premium Protector benefit
Protection of your family’s needs – 
the security that your current medical 
scheme can continue in the same way 
should  you lose the ability to pay for it 
due to permanent disability, permanent 
impairment or should you pass away.  

Continued access to your medical 
cover – the security that you and your 
loved ones will have continued access 
to the quality private healthcare you 
are accustomed to.

Extended cover for everyone – 
protect more than just your partner, 
you can also cover your current medical 
scheme dependants which includes up 
to 8 children and 8 adults. 

Cover for up to 10 years - it is one less 
financial burden to worry about. Your 
medical scheme contributions are paid 
for up to 10 years while you and your 
family adjust and stabilise your lifestyle. 

Certainty of continued medical cover 
- giving you peace of mind knowing 
your medical scheme contribution
will be paid on your behalf (subject to 
maximum limits).

Choice and flexibility - you are eligible 
for cover as a member of any approved 
South African registered medical 
scheme and may change providers 
as often as you need during your 
cover period. You and your loved ones 
also have one opportunity to switch 
providers during the claim period.
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You want to ensure that your loved ones do not have to 
compromise on their quality of healthcare should your 
circumstances change. The Medical Premium Protector benefit 
is there to ensure that access to your registered medical scheme 
will continue for you and your loved ones should life take an 
unexpected turn for the worst. This ensures that despite certain 
circumstances, your contribution towards your medical scheme 
is covered, for long enough, to help secure your family’s quality 
medical care and maintain their lifestyle. 

Our Medical Premium Protector benefit 
will continue paying for your medical 
scheme contributions on your behalf (as 
the insured life on the policy) should you 
be unable to do so due to you becoming 
permanently disabled, permanently 
impaired or passing away.

The two main reasons to protect the payment of your 
medical scheme contributions are: 

Medical scheme contributions form a significant portion of 
a household’s spending. This shortfall can be a substantial 
financial burden on your dependants. You can help ensure 
that continued access to quality healthcare for your 
dependants is not adversely impacted for up to 10 years.

Historically medical inflation has been higher than the 
increase each year of the normal cost of living.1 Which 
is why the Medical Premium Protector benefit will be 
increased annually with medical scheme contribution 
inflation to help protect the buying power of your 
contribution.

Medical inflation has on average increased by 8.9% over the past 
4 years compared to CPI which has increased at a lower rate of 
5.5% over the same period. This shows that general inflation 
protection of your non-medical premium risk cover is not a good 
enough match.

What are 
you protecting?
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1 Source: http://www.medicalaidcomparisons.co.za/medical-inflation.aspx 
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Who do you want 
to protect?
The healthcare needs of your family are important and that is why 
you belong to a medical scheme that gives you access to quality 
healthcare. 

With the Medical Premium Protector benefit on your Liberty 
Lifestyle Protector policy, you can choose how many of your 
nominated medical scheme dependants you want to include, up to 
a maximum of 16 nominated dependants (17 including yourself).  
We cover the medical scheme contributions of more than just you 
and your partner but extend it to up to eight adults and eight child 
dependants.  

A further advantage is that you can change medical scheme 
providers as many times as you need prior to a claim and have an 
opportunity to switch providers once during the claim period to 
another Liberty approved South African registered medical scheme.

You can add more dependants as life changes

Add your spouse as an adult dependant within three 
months of marriage.

Add your newborn child within three months of their birth.

The maximum number of dependants on the Medical 
Premium Protector benefit remains at 17.
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Current Medical 
Scheme dependants

Maximum number of dependants 
under Medical Premium Protector benefit

SCENARIO SCENARIO

Main Member You as the main 
dependant are included

Adult 
Dependants

Adult 
Dependants

Child
Dependants

Child
Dependants

Total 6 medical scheme dependants Entire family of six dependants and one main 
member’s medical scheme contributions are covered

DECISION 1: To insure one or both partners 

You need to choose how many lives you want 
to insure, the life of just yourself or that of both 
you and your partner, as the income earners 
of your family. The negative financial impact of 
certain health risks can impact your ability to 
pay your medical scheme contributions.

 Struggling to pay your medical scheme could 
negatively impact the quality of healthcare 
your loved ones have access to. If you (or 
your insured partner) suffer a specified health 
event, then the Medical Premium Protector 
benefit is activated.  It is important to note that 
this benefit cover can only be claimed once, 
regardless of whether there is more than one 
insured life on this benefit on the  Lifestyle 
Protector policy.

DECISION 2:  Which dependants to include from your current medical scheme 
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How do you 
decide on the 
extent of cover?

YOU as the 
INSURED LIFE

YOU and a SECOND 
INSURED LIFE
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On death only

On disability1 only

On impairment2 only 

On disability or on death

On impairment or on death

The Medical Premium Protector benefit  for death cover is 
available for life whereas the permanent disability and permanent 
impairment cover will only be available until the age of 65 for you 
(and, if chosen, for your partner as an additional insured life). 

What events do 
we cover?
The Medical Premium Protector benefit will cover the payment 
of your medical scheme’s contributions in the event of you 
becoming permanently disabled or permanently impaired, or if 
you pass away. 

The choice of health events you can cover with the Medical 
Premium Protector benefit are listed below.  

If one of these events occur, we will pay towards your current 
or any other Liberty approved South African registered medical 
scheme contributions (within limits) for of up to 10 years. 

You can choose the Medical Premium Protector benefit  
with any of the following health risk events. 

No waiting period  
Your claim will be paid as soon as we have established 
that all the criteria required for your permanent 
impairment or permanent  disability are  met.  

Claim amount for impairment or disability
Does include the main member’s medical scheme 
contribution portion, once in claim.

Claim amount for death cover
Does not include the main member’s medical scheme 
contribution portion, once in claim.

1  In choosing your disability cover we give you the option between cover for your  specified own  
or cover for any reasonable occupation.

2 Impairment refers to the loss of function in any part of the body, whether it is physical or mental. 
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How you choose your cover level
The Medical Premium Protector benefit’s cover amount and its 
limits are determined by the individual main member’s current 
medical scheme contribution ONLY. The main member’s current 
medical scheme contributions will fall into one of the following 
three cover levels: 

Your Liberty premium for this benefit
We tailor your premium towards this Medical Premium Protector 
benefit according to your individual details, such as your age, 
income, occupation and health status. Medical underwriting will 
be requested at application for the Medical Premium Protector 
benefit to determine your individual level of risk.

Based on your affordability needs, you will have the choice 
between the following premium patterns:

• Age rated premium pattern
• Level premium pattern
• Fixed increasing premium pattern at 5% per

year
• Renewable premium pattern

Your premiums towards the Medical Premium Protector benefit 
will increase each year by the medical scheme contribution 
inflation percentage as determined by us, in addition to the chosen 
premium pattern increase. 

For any other details about benefits, guarantees, fees, tax, 
limitations, charges, premiums  or other conditions, please speak 
to your Liberty financial adviser or broker.

Monthly claim payout
We will pay the monthly SUM of the actual Medical Scheme 
contributions of each of your nominated dependants (subject 
to the maximum limits of the cover level selected). These 
claim contributions will be updated each year to allow for the 
actual increases in your chosen approved and registered South 
African medical scheme and increased by the medical scheme 
contribution inflation as determined by us (subject to the 
maximum limits of the cover level for that year).

Maximum 2019 contribution limits payable towards the 
medical scheme per month for each Medical Premium 
Protector benefit’s dependant.

What will be paid?

The Medical Premium 
Protector benefit 
cover level:

The main member’s medical scheme 
premium in 2019 is: 

Level A Up to  R2 750 per month

Level B  Between R2 751 and up to R4 500 per month

Level C Between  R 4 501 and up to R7 700 per month

Claim Limit Level A Level B Level C

Main member R2 750 R4 500 R7 700

Per adult dependant 100% of Main Member limit

Per child dependant 65% of Main Member limit
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The Medical Premium Protector benefit will pay your medical 
scheme contributions for you and your chosen dependants 
for up to 10 years after we have confirmed your permanent 
disability, permanent impairment should you pass away. That 
means continued medical scheme cover, ensuring access to 
quality heathcare for your loved ones, for long enough. 

For adult dependants
If a claim arises, your contributions towards your current medical 
scheme will be paid on your behalf for up to 10 years (subject 
to maximum limits). This will ensure that your loved ones are  
able to maintain their standard of medical cover and adjust their 
lifestyle accordingly to become financially secure.

For child dependants
With the Medical Premium Protector benefit, your nominated 
child dependants are covered until they reach the age of 24 years 
and for as long as they are still eligible as a child dependant, under 
your current registered South African and approved medical 
scheme. 
• If they no longer qualify as a child dependant, you have the

option to add them as an adult dependant at a later stage,
before a claim.

• If you had to claim, be assured that any older child
dependants will be covered for contribution payments
towards the medical scheme for at least a minimum of five
years, even if they reach the age of 24.

Ensuring your medical scheme 
cover lasts for longer

The Medical Premium Protector benefit covers you for one claim only, after which, it will fall away. Following a claim:

Your premiums towards the Medical Premium Protector benefit will stop.

Any claims under this cover will not affect the insured amount of any other benefits you have (or other people you 
have insured) under your Lifestyle Protector policy.
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Possible scenario 
Paul lives with his wife, Susan, three children (aged 16, 13 and 9), and mother-in-
law. They are all registered as dependants on his medical scheme. When taking 
out a Lifestyle Protector with us, he also adds the Medical Premium Protector 
benefit for Death and Disability options and selects Cover Level B. Cover Level B 
was the closest match to the band of his current medical scheme contribution. 

Paul dies in a car accident. His wife, children and mother-in-law’s medical scheme 
contributions will be paid towards the current medical scheme for 10 years. 
Susan, has one opportunity to switch to another medical scheme provider as long 
as it is registered under the South African Council for Medical Schemes.  

We will then pay the new medical scheme contributions up to a maximum 
of 115% of the previous medical scheme’s contributions, still subject to the 
maximum amount covered in the originally chosen cover level B.

Her eldest child will turn 24 years old in the 7th year of contribution payments 
and will no longer be covered by the medical scheme, and will then also no longer 
be covered by the Medical Premium Protector benefit. However, for every child 
dependant that is no longer covered by the Medical Premium Protector benefit, 
we will accept an application for a life cover policy on their lives for up to 
R1 million, with limited underwriting, giving Susan peace of mind.

Medical Premium 
Protector benefit

MAIN MEMBER MAIN MEMBER
DIES

REGISTERED AS 
DEPENDANTS

CONTRIBUTIONS 
PAID FOR 7 YEARS

R1 MILLION 
LIFE COVER

ELDEST CHILD BECOMES 
INDEPENDENT

Applies for R1 million 
life cover with limited 

underwriting

At 24, he leaves medical 
scheme. No more 

contributions are paid for him

Eldest child

CONTRIBUTIONS PAID 
FOR UP TO 10 YEARS

END OF CLAIM 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
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Medical scheme details
• Only medical schemes registered with the Council of

Medical Schemes in South Africa will be accepted.

• All dependants need to be active dependants on your
medical scheme in order to be covered as part of the
Medical Premium Protector benefit.

• You need to be younger than 60 years of age and older than 20.

• Disability or impairment cover will last until you are
65 years old; so no claims may be made after the age of 65.

• Your child dependants are covered until the age of 24
and on the premise that they are still eligible as a child
dependant under the South African registered medical
scheme.

• A child dependant may be converted to an adult dependant
on the benefit but before any claim

• The premiums you pay are guaranteed for a year. Every year
we will review both your premiums and Medical Premium
Protector benefit.

The finer details
To ensure that we are able to pay all claims, the 
following requirements need to be met as per the below: 

The Medical Premium Protector benefit can only be included 
as an additional benefit to our Lifestyle Protector policy’s 
core benefits. 

ADDED VALUE: Giving your child dependants 
the option for their own financial protection

When your child, as an adult, is no longer covered 
under the Medical Premium Protector benefit, 
we will offer them their own Lifestyle Protector 
policy for Life Cover up to R1 million. This will be 
offered to your child with limited underwriting 
and premiums will be determined on application.

Limits on cover
To ensure you have adequate cover, please meet with your 
financial adviser on a regular basis. We will apply reduced payout 
limits if you have selected a cover level for the Medical Premium 
Protector benefit that is lower than the actual cover level that 
your current medical scheme falls into at the time of your claim. 
The reduced payout will be 80% of the  cover level limit you had 
selected.
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Changing medical schemes in claim 
• Payments to the new medical scheme are limited to 115% of your

previous medical scheme’s contribution (and subject to the
maximum limit of the cover level).

• When both parents pass away, the child can become a main
medical scheme member and can choose to move to a better
medical scheme – should they wish to. The contribution payable to
the medical scheme will be limited to 150% of the previous
scheme’s contribution paid, subject to the maximum limits of the
cover level.

• The medical scheme is allowed to be changed ONCE while in claim.

The finer details

The following medical or health plans will not 
be covered:
• Non-registered medical schemes

(or medical schemes outside of SA)
• GAP cover products and hospital income

cash plans
• Rewards programs
• Dental plans
• Medical schemes registered with the

Council for Medical Schemes and not
approved by Liberty

• Medical evacuation plans or travel insurance

Your medical scheme will issue you (or the person deemed to 
have paid the relevant contributions) with a tax certificate 
confirming medical scheme contributions that have been 
settled by you to the medical scheme.  It is expected that the 
relevant contributions so settled for your benefit should 
qualify, in terms of current South African tax law, for a medical 
scheme fees credit in your income tax return.

The Medical Premium Protector benefit is payable to you as the Main 
Member (or your partner who becomes the Main Member in the 
event of your death) exclusively as a result of death, permanent 
disability or permanent impairment. The benefit is paid on a monthly 
basis and is expected to be exempt in terms of the Income Tax Act. 
You may elect to have us facilitate payments on your behalf directly to 
your medical scheme for your benefit and in discharge of your 
monthly obligations to the medical scheme.  Irrespective of whether 
the cash is paid to you or your medical scheme, you remain specifically 
entitled to the benefits.  As the benefits are regarded as having been 
received by you, we will issue you with a tax certificate (currently an 
IT3(a)) every year. 

should qualify, in terms of current South African tax law, for a medical 
scheme fees credit in your income tax return.

Speak to your Liberty financial adviser or broker for 
more information.
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For more information please contact your Liberty financial adviser or broker or call our 
call centre on 0860 456 789 or visit www.liberty.co.za 

 Liberty Group Limited
Registration number 57/02788/06
1 Ameshoff Street, Braamfontein
PO Box 10499, Johannesburg 2000

Disclaimer 
The information contained in this digital document does not constitute advice by Liberty. Any legal, technical, or product information contained in this document is subject to change 
from time to time. This document is a summary of the features of Lifestyle Protector as at the time of publication. If there are any discrepancies between this document and the 
contractual terms and conditions the latter will prevail. Any recommendations made must take into consideration your specific needs and unique circumstances.
Liberty Group Ltd is the Insurer of Lifestyle Protector and an Authorised Financial Services Provider in terms of the FAIS Act (no 2409). Terms and Conditions apply.
© Liberty Group Ltd 2018. All rights reserved. 

Your needs deserve proper advice




